Scrabster

Location:
No. of Berths:
Berth details:
Width of Ship:
Anchorage:

58° 37’ N 003° 33’ W
3
Queen Elizabeth Pier: Max LOA 180 m, Depth 8.0 m
St Ola Ro-Ro Berth: Max LOA 115 m, Depth 5.5 m
St Ola Lay By Berth: Max LOA 100 m, Depth 5.5 m
No Restriction
Yes

The Caithness story stretches over 10,000 years,
back to the time of the dinosaurs. It’s a region of
scenic variety – white sand beaches, spectacular
red sandstone cliffs and the green expanses of the
Flow Country, an internationally important habitat for
many rare birds.
Your passengers will be amply rewarded by the
magic that is Caithness, with easy access to the
Flow Country, the spectacular coastline to Dunnet
Head, the most northerly point on the British
mainland and John O’ Groats, the farthest point
north-east.
Nearby Thurso offers many fascinating attractions
including fine views over Orkney and is fast
developing a reputation as the world’s cold water
surfing capital. A short drive away is the ancient
fishing community of Wick with a heritage forged
in the heyday of the herring boom in the 18th &
19th centuries. Visitors can wander through Old
Pulteneytown, visit the distillery and admire the
planning genius of Thomas Telford who built the
harbour town.

Anchorage Position:
58° 36.55’ N 003° 31’.90 W
Distance to Landing Stage: 0.3 N.Mile
Tidal range/movement:
Neaps 1.5 m, Springs 4.0 m
Pilotage: 	Not compulsory, but advisable for
first visit
Town centre:
3 km
Shuttle to town:
Yes
Nearest airport:
Wick 33 km

With dozens of small shops offering everything
from high quality local food and whisky to original
clothing, jewellery, arts and crafts, visitors are never
short of things to do in this unique and exciting area.
Contact
Sandy Mackie, Trust Manager
Scrabster Harbour Trust, Harbour Office, Scrabster,
Caithness, Scotland, KW14 7UJ
T: +44 (0)1847 892779
F: +44 (0)1847 896680
E: sandy.mackie@scrabster.co.uk
W: www.scrabster.co.uk

Shore Excursions
The following is a list of popular shore excursions from Scrabster
It should be noted that these details are not definitive but are intended to demonstrate the range of excursions and activities available to
cruise passengers visiting Scrabster as part of a cruise. Cruise Scotland cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of this information.

The Royal Castle and Gardens of Mey
This half-day excursion visits the Royal Castle and Gardens of Mey, the holiday home of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother for over fifty years. The castle is still used annually as a summer
residence by HRH Prince Charles, The Duke of Rothesay.
The Castle of Mey is situated on the shores of the Pentland Firth, overlooking the Orkney Islands and
is a half hour drive from Scrabster Harbour. The tour is fully guided throughout and the visit includes a
conducted tour of the Castle, the Royal Gardens and an opportunity to call at the Castle Visitor Centre
for souvenirs, refreshments and snacks, if desired. This is a quality excursion steeped in Highland history

Dunrobin Castle, Golspie and The Royal Castle of Mey, Thurso
A full-day tour visiting two of the most impressive castles in the far north of Scotland. Dunrobin Castle,
one of Scotland’s great houses and also one of Britain’s oldest continuously inhabited houses has been
home to the Earls and Dukes of Sutherland since the 13th century.
The impressive gardens were laid out 150 years ago and still retain their design as a formal Victorian
garden. The Sutherland Museum in the garden grounds contains an important collection of
archaeological items and other interesting artefacts collected by the family during their many expeditions
around the world. The programme includes a falconry display and lunch enroute to the Royal Castle of

Old Pulteney Distillery and the Award Winning Wick Heritage Centre
A half-day tour to the most northerly distillery on the Scottish mainland. Established in 1826, The
Pulteney Distillery is found in the heart of ‘Pulteneytown’, the town created to house fishermen during
Wick’s ‘herring boom’.
The fascinating story of Wick’s maritime history is revealed during a conducted tour of the nearby
Heritage Centre which is the largest multi-award winning museum in the north of Scotland. It portrays
life in this northerly town, focusing on Wick’s links with the sea and the way in which the wealth from the
fishing industry led to the character of the town as it is today.

The Mackay Clan and Strathnaver Museum
An hour’s drive west of Scrabster, on a spectacular stretch of northern coastline in the land known
as Mackay Country, lies the fascinating Strathnaver Museum, located in the former parish church of
St Columba, built in 1700.
This small intimate museum tells of the vibrant culture of the people of this remote community, inherited from
Norse and Gaelic ancestors. The upper floor of the church houses the Clan Mackay Room which describes
the very rich and varied history of the Clan and their numerous Clan Societies throughout the world. The
Strathnaver area abounds with archaeological sites and the graveyard outside contains an impressive
8th century carved Christian stone slab.

The Land and Its People
The 150-year old Laidhay Caithness Croft is a well-preserved example of a longhouse – the style of
dwelling which was home to large numbers of simple farming, or crofting, families many years ago.
It is a long single-story stone building with thatched roof and a cattle shed, or byre, at one end. The croft
house has been furnished with many traditional items which would have been in regular use when the
building was built and the rooms of the dwelling are furnished exactly as they were originally, giving a
fascinating insight into the remarkable lifestyle of the hardy crofters of Caithness before the development
of mechanised farming.

